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EDITORIAL NOTES 


In the XVIIth Bulletin of the Boston S.P.R. published in August last 
appear the Notes of Professor von Hoffsten Ph. D. (Director of the Zoo- 
logical Institute of the University of Uppsala) on two sittings which he at- 
tended at Mr. Harry Price's invitation for experiment with Rudi Schneider. 
These Reports accompany a Review by Dr. Walter F. Prince of Mr. Price’s 
book “Rudi Schneider: A Scientific Examination of his Mediumship”. 

Our attention has been drawn to this matter, which may have a certain 
importance as regards the question of electrical or other methods of 
mechanical control. 

In the case of these sittings, the electrical control was provided by the 
use of metallic gloves and socks connected with insulated wire; the feet of 
the sitters and medium resting on metallic plates screwed to the floor. Hands 
of medium and sitters, as well as feet were thus controlled by the action of 
red electric bulbs, one for each limb. Thus, if the right hand of the medium 
should lose contact, the corresponding lamp would fail, etc. There were 
four such lamps for the medium’s control, and the hands of the sitters were 
controlled by a fifth lamp, and their feet by a sixth. 

Dr. Hoffsten broke his control during the sitting without announcing the 
fact, and he applied a control of his own invention, arguing that if the 
phenomena were genuine, such means would but strengthen the evidence. 
At the first sitting (Jan. 14) he had been only a passive spectator, but 
at the second (Jan. 16) he records the following: 

First having made sure that by advancing his chair, he could touch the 
zither with his toe, he then, during the sitting, managed to liberate his right 
foot from the metallic sock, placing his freed foot upon the sock and press- 
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ing the sock against that of his neighbour on the right. The foot control 
lamp continued to burn uninterruptedly in spite, he says, of frequent liftings 
of his foot: but of course his sock must be inferred to be still carrying 
the circuit, and as long as the metallic socks of the sitters are in contact, the 
lamp would be sustained by a current. 

Several tunes were played upon the zither. During the time Dr. Hoffsten 
raised his free foot to a level with the instrument and perhaps a little above 
it, on the theory that he would thus contact a reaching rod, hypothetically 
used by Rudi and worked by his teeth. He felt nothing, and no rod fell. 
But he affirms that Rudi felt the contact and withdrew the instrument. He 
verified (as a possibility) that Rudi would have seen his leg extended 
against the luminous edge of the basket. 

Later in the same sitting, he again liberated his right foot, but owing 
to some imperfection in his adjustment of the discarded sock, the light went 
out or flickered each time he raised his leg; but he says that no one of the 
other five sitters noticed anything. 

He concludes that the electrical control is not efficacious for the pre- 
vention of possible fraud. He, as a sitter, could have produced ‘phenomena’ 
He considers that this method of control would be effective only if employed 
alternately with other methods (e.g. with the medium only controlled, or 
with one critical sitter left free). The system used in these sittings, he 
thinks, protects the medium from other measures of control on the part of 
the sitters, and gives him the advantage of a uniformity of conditions—sub- 
ject, of course, to the more or less critical judgment of sitters,—under which 
he might develop a scheme for deceiving them. And he thinks that the 
very nature of this electrical control is such as to create in the minds | 
of sitters a false sense of security and to give the impression that the experi- 
ments have a highly scientific character. For this reason he would prefer to 
revert to a ‘primitive’ type of control. Dr. Hoffsten traces an unmistakeable 
parallelism between the kind of control used and the type of phenomena 
appearing. These, he remarks ‘‘are always only those which, under the 
existing conditions of control could possibly be produced through skillful 
conjuring tricks’. The value of this observation depends of course upon 
the extent of his special experience as a researcher in the field of physical 
mediumship; and we assume that Dr. Hoffsten is speaking from long 
and intimate acquaintance. And there is nothing to show that he takes 
into account the factor—increasingly recognized as important—of the mental 
attitude of the observer. He admits that he went to these sittings in an un-. 
prejudiced frame of mind and developed during the period a decided bias 
to the hypothesis of fraud. 

But when all is said, we merely seem to come to this, that a large propor- 

tion of the ordinary telekinetic phenomena of the dark séance room, (pace Dr. 
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Osty’s invisible radiation and its detective powers) are in the last resort 
open to challenge of one form or another and can not offer a final proof of 
super-normality. Dr. Prince puts this very strikingly in his review (p. 46 
of the Bulletin under discussion) when he says: (speaking of the possibility 
of evading the electrical method of control) 


“The history of attempts to make trickery impossible, whether by 
mechanical control or otherwise, reads something like that for many 
years of the contest between great guns and armour plate; the one in- 
creasing in power and the other in resistance... .” 

The fact that there are certain types of séance-room phenomena which 
can be, and have frequently been, observed in a sufficiently good light, - 
would suggest that if more attention were paid to the production of these, 
rather than to the phenomena produced in the dark, it would advance the 
cause of science and eliminate a good deal of controversy, to the benefit of all 
concerned. 


We have been somewhat chary of recording the many alleged communica 
tions from the late Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, since they did not appear to ap- 
proach the standards of intrinsic value plus evidential authority which would 
claim our attention. But we cannot dismiss tae account given by the Revd 
Charles Tweedale in the Yorkshire Observer (England) for Dec. 17, 1932 
in any summary manner. 

Mr. Tweedale has obtained under what appear unexceptionable cir- 
cumstances a letter in Conan Doyle’s characteristic handwriting and signed 
by him in his usual style, upon a photographic plate in the presence of the 
medium William Hope of Crewe. Neither as to the history of the plates 
employed or the details of their manipulation by Mr. Tweedale can we dis- 
cover any obvious loophole for fraud or self-deception. The sitting was not 
premeditated. Plates, camera and slides, together with the process of de- 
velopment were strictly under the witness’s control, and but for a brief mo- 
ment when Mr. Hope was allowed, in full view, to place the slides successive- 
ly in the camera, he may be said not to have handled them at all. Each plate 
was marked when in its slides, by Mr. Tweedale. They were taken by him 
from a new and unopened parcel. On the first pair there appeared, over his 
head, a fine portrait of Doyle. On the second pair was seen the letter and, 
strange to say, behind it a mere shadowy outline of the head and shoulders 
of the sitter instead of a normally-exposed negative. The newspaper repro- 
duces the plate with letter and signature, and to anyone familiar with Doyle’s 
handwriting, the identity is at once apparent. Mr. Tweedale’s wife and 
daughter were present and sat with him in the experiment. To the critic, the 
only possible line of escape would be to attack directly the credibility of Mr. 
Tweedale, and in view of his record that would not be at all an easy thing to 


do. 
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PART XIil. 


We coime now to the fourth sitting for the year 1929. It was convened 
in the Park Avenue apartment of the member of the group who organized 
these meetings. The date is February 6th. The time (p.m.) is not recorded, 
but would be about as usual, namely the mid-afternoon. Generally each 
session was in two parts with a short intermediate break for tea. On this 
occasion there were four of the group assembled; namely Mrs. X., Miss 
Mead, Mrs. Van Antwerp, and Mrs. Ernest Bigelow, in whose rooms the 
sitting took place. The three sittings in January, recorded in the Journal for 
July 1932 (pp. 284-288) are numbered consecutively XXXI to XXXIII. 
The February 6th sitting therefore is Sitting XXXIV. The following is the 
record, compiled from the notes taken at the time by Mrs. Bigelow. 

First Control (C.1.) “Josepu. . . I lived in MILLBROOK”’. 
Sitter. “What is your family name?” 
C.1. “THORN. . . I must have known you, Mrs. Bigelow” 
“Did you ever hear my wife sing?” 
Mrs. B. ‘““No, but we have heard of her’’. 
C.1. “Have you ever been in our music-room?” 
Mis. B. “INo. Can you tell us about it?” 
C.1. “A long window faces setting sun’. 
Mrs. B. “What color is the room?” 
C.1. “Wood color. . . We used to have two pianos going at the 
same time. 
I am very sorry I was so shabby to my wife’. 
Sitter. ““Weie you not wise in your treatment of her?” 
C1. 
Sitter. “Is she over on your side now?” C.1. “Yes”. 
Sitter. “Can’t you make it up to her now?” 
C.1. “Yes, but it leaves regrets”. 
Second Control. (C.2.) “Name PRresTON. . . from FARMINGTON, Maine.’ 
Sitter. “Can you give us your first name?” 
C.2. “BELLCHER. . . I had a son. . . a doctor”. 
Sitter. “What is his first name?” C.2. “ALBERT”. 
Sitter. “Is he at Farmington?”. C.2. “No”. 
OK 
Third Control. (C.3.). “Doctor Mappox from LouIsvILLE, Kentucky. .. Oh! 
oh! oh! oh!”. 
Sitter. ‘What is the trouble?” 
C.3. “I feel I am compelled to tell my life-story’. 


Sitter. ‘Please do so: we are interested’. 
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C.3. “Have you strength, patience, and honor to keep it secret?” 
“We promise’. 


(Norte. In pursuance of the pledge of secrecy given, the name of the com- 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 
Sitter. 
Sitter. 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 


municator is withheld, and a pseudonym given instead. The story 
of Dr. Maddox’s life follows as given at the sitting.) 
C.3. “I was financially and socially a leader among men. My family 
had. . . self had. . . everything that large means could gratify. 
The gambling demon obsessed me. I used to steal out in dark 
of night, join gaming crowd who met in vacant building down- 
town. 
“We had three beautiful girls. 
“From diamonds to family plate, I purloined everything. 
One night, at dinner, my dainty little wife asked where my cuff 
links were. About two o'clock same morning, my wife drove 
alone to this deserted building, tied her horses: by crack in 
door she came to gaming room and confronted me, now play- 
ing three thousand dollars. 
“She left me and became a Catholic. The children married. 
‘Am I dead, or is my mind wandering into space?” 
“How long ago did this happen?” 
C.3. “About thirty years ago”. 
“Can you remember your wife’s name?” 
C.3. “BARBARA (Pseudonym).” 
“What were the girls’ names? 
C.3. “MINNIE and 
“And the third one?” C.3. “I can’t recall’. 
“Do you know how you passed?’”’ C.3. “No”. 
“Are you not sure of being dead?” 
C.3. “No. How did it happen that I am talking to you? Do you 
know me?” 
“No. Do you know us?” C.3. “No”. 


“We are in New York, and you are talking through the table. 
Can you see us?” 


C3. 


“What else do you see?” 


C.3. “Blackness. Where is BARBARA?” 


“Is she still living on earth?” C.3. “Yes”. 
“Had you any illness?” 


C.3. “No. I saw my little wife in gray trained dinner dress, in her 
righteous wrath open the door; and in her halo of accusing 
dignity confront them. . . MINNIE married. . .” 


(End of Sitting XXXIV.) 
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SITTING XXXV. Feb. 13th, 1929. 


First Control. (C.1.). “My daughter (VIOLET—pseudonym.) married THOMAS 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 
Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 
Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 


Sitter. 
Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


Sitter. 


KILMAN (pseudonym). 

“Is this Dr. Mappox speaking?” 

C.1. “Yes. . . And (she) lives in Huston, Texas. (spelt Hewston). 

“What is your first name?” C.1. “I can remember’. 

“Can we write to your daughter?” C.1. “Yes”. 

“Do you know now whether you are alive or dead?” 

C.1. “No. . . My daughter VIOLET spent some time in RATON”’. 

“Where is that?” C.1. “Rocky Mountains’. 

C.1. “Can give name of someone in New Orleans who knows 
my wife; but knows no family history about me. Ask them 
where my wife is’. 

“What is the name of this person?” 

C.1. “HELEN Dick”. . . “Is BOOTH TARKINGTON living?” 

C.1. “He knew me. . . Is CLARA LAUGHLIN living?” 

“We don’t know. Was she a writer?” 

C.1. “Yes. . . Visited same place together in Mississippi’. 

“Is the Doctor Maddox now living in Louisville any relation to you?” 

C.1. “How old is he?” Sitter. “We don’t know”. 

C.1. “My wife nearly died in sanatarium’”’. 

“Can you remember your wife’s name before her marriage?” 

C.1. “No”. 

“Do you know what she called you?” C.1. “No”. 

“Can you see us now?” C.1. “Yes”. 

“How did you happen to come here?” 

C.1. “The allied compelling forces of attraction. . . I want to help 
you’. 

“How can you help us?” 

C.1. “I want to come to the little lady who wore pink flowers”. 

“Do you mean one who has been here?” C.1. “Yes”. 

“You mean Mrs. Talbot, do you not?” C.1. “Yes. Will she let me?’ 

“She will be here tonight’. 

C.1. “I am being uplifted by spirit of my dead grandson who never 
breathed on this earth’. 

“Is the spirit assigned to a body?” C.1. “Yes”. 

“What child was it?” C.1. “MADELEINE’s child.” 

“Don’t you know where you must be if you are able to speak to the 

spirit of a dead child?” 

C.1. “In my laboratory. . . MINNIE married a CARTER”. 

“From the South?” 

C.1. “Yes. HELION’s wife’s name is Lucy”. 

“Will you try to remember your first name?—and your wife’s 

maiden name, for our meeting next week?” C.1. “Yes”. 
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Sitter. “Ask the baby spirit to help you”. 


C.1. “He tells me that they immersed him in n bath of mustard water 
to bring him to life’. 


Sitter. ‘‘Can you see any of our mediums or friends over there?” C.1. “Yes” 
Sitter. “Whom do you see?” C.1. “Whiskers”. 
Sitter. “By ‘Whiskers’ do you mean F. Nitchwitz?” 

C.1. “Yes. I want to tell you that my two elder daughters are not 

pleased with financial arrangements’. 

Sitter. “What were those arrangements?” 

C.1. “Doretta’s mother gave everything to her and nothing to them”. 
Sitter. ‘How about your will?” C.1. “To my wife’. 
Sitter. “Can you help us if we sit in the dark for the direct voice?” 
C.1. “I will try’. 
In view of the request made by Dr. M. at the sitting of February 6th 
for secrecy as to his identity, and the pledge given by the sitters 
that this should be observed, no attempt was made to follow up 
the matter by enquiries for purpose of verification. It had been 
noted by one of the group that the name was that of a physician 
still in practice in the Kentucky town mentioned. It is an English 
name, and not a very common one. 


Sitting XXXVI. March Ist, 1929. 
Present: Mrs. W., Mrs. van A., Mrs. X., Miss Mead and Mrs. Bigelow. 


NOTE. 


First Control. (C.1.). “NitcHwitz. . . . Who wants NitcHwitTz?” 

Mrs. X. “I should like to ask you some questions about the family. Do you 
know me” 
C1. “Fer. 


Mrs. X. “Is your daughter Mrs. Kelly related to me?” C.1. “Yes”. 
Mrs. X. ‘In what way is she related ?”—"I know nothing about it’. 
C.1. “I must go back many years”. 
Mrs. X. “My father had no brothers or sisters”’. 
C.1. “There was a family quarrel nearly a hundred years ago be- 
tween the ALFRED BAKERS and the ELIJAH and GEORGE BAKERS. 
Your branch of the family lost heavily by ALFRED BAKER’s 


branch and the family never was alluded to after your great- 
grandfather burned the notes’. 


Mrs. X. ““Was your wife a Baker?” C.1. “Yes”. 

Mrs. X. “Of whom was she the daughter?” C.1. “CONSTANCE”. 

Mrs. X. “Can you communicate with my father in spirit and see if he 
knows?” 


C.1. “It is of great interest to us to find out what draws us here. 
Rhoda goes to Meriden and returns with current of contact. . . 
Blanche drew me through the silence of a hundred years ago. 
Peculiar incident. . . Your husband, Blanche, is a great busi- 


Mrs. X. 


Mrs. X. 
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ness friend of Percy STONEMASON’s (pseudonym) man, and he 
knew me well. He told that you were a granddaughter of 
GeEoRGE BAKER, and the Kelleys know who you are’. 

“Can you give the name of the man you speak of?” 

C.1. “SIMON FONTAIN”’. 

“Why does Estelle draw you?” 

C.1. “Her husband is ever around trying to convey his abiding affection. 
Katherine is my wife's mother’s name. I may talk a bit more. 
You have a cousin SOPHIE in East 69th Street’. 


. “What is her last name?” C.1. “BAKER”. 


C.1. “Mudge draws a literary and humorous group. . . Oh, how 
angry a BAKER can get. There is an incident of great import. . 
Will you, Blanche, go to Summit and meet my daughter?” 


“Why do you wish it?” 


C.1. “Wish to bring something through that will prove materializa- 
tion. Will you promise to go? I want to materialize my wife. 
I want Talbot to see her. My ei abhor spiritualism, but 
just get in the house”. 


. ‘How can you get contact?” 


C.1. “With some thing of my wife's”. 


. Can you materialize with Talbot without having anything belonging 


to your wife?” 
C.1. “Not so soon”. 


. does Donna draw you?” 


C.1. “All the credit in this everlasting world is due to Helen for her 
bravery, unselfishness, and dauntless courage. I am going to 
remain for ever with you dear people”. 

(The remainder of the sitting is given to the discussion by the control 

of the relative qualities of the sitters for purpose of materialization 

séances and the Talbot mediumship. ). 

The XXXVIth Sitting is the last of the series undertaken by the 

group as hitherto constituted. Mr. Bligh Bond was invited to join 

the circle as it was thought that he might by his presence strengthen 
or enlarge the ‘contacts’ and perhaps contribute power. Mr. Bond 
agreed to take part in the further sittings to be arranged weekly at 

Mrs. Bigelow’s apartment. 


= 
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DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULTISM INTO 
PARAPSYCHOLOGY 


By BARON VON SCHRENCK-NOTZING 
Part IV. PHENOMENA OF APPARITIONS (GHOsTS) 


Translated by Beate Friedberger 


The noun The verb 
SPUK: SPUKEN: 
Ghostly apparition or phantasm To haunt 
Spook or Spectre (Gespenst) To appear 
Poltergeist To walk 


These phenomena present a difficult, unexplained chapter in the his- 
tory of occultism. They are still frequently confused with superstitions and 
fraud, although there are numerous reports concerning this class of phen- 
omena, from earliest antiquity up to the present. 

Modern research is attempting to subject this mystery to critical examina- 
tions in order to discover the kernel of truth (Tatsachenkern )—from among 
the conglomeration of legends, superstitions and fantastic elaborations on 
conscious and unconscious illusions, and to fight on that basis all existing 
prejudice against apparitional phenomena. 

On behalf of this problem, the English Society for Psychical Research 
made collections of incontestable material, while the German bibliography 
of the last decades shows little gain in this field. 

The following works are of chief importance in scientific study: | 

Aksakow, “Vorlaufer des Spiritismus” (‘‘Predecessors of Spiritism’’) 
(Leipzig, Mutze 1898). Aside from forty-eight sketchily reproduced 
statements of such phenomena there are two detailed presentations. One 
of them deals with the ghost in Schtschapoff’s house in Kjek (Russia) and is 
described on 60 pages in form of communications by numerous witnesses. 
By far the most interesting part is occupied by the second presentation. It 
deals with the ghost-phenomena observed in the years 1853-1856 in thi apart- 
ment of Captain (Hauptmann) Sandat Tchenkow in-the Russian Grand Village 
(Grossdorf) Lipzy; these phenomena were confirmed as true by official 
sanction before the court-martial in Charkow after interrogation of more 
than 150 witnesses. The report of the witnesses’ evidences occupies 243 
pages (!) in Aksakow’s book, and is translated in all details from the 
Russian original. Mysterious throwing of stones, moving of all sorts of 
objects, and repeated starting of fire in the captain’s apartment are involved, 
without the entry of any human originators. 

The phenomena of ghosts are hardly distinct from mediumistic pheno- 
menology in the form of their manifestations and their expressions; and al- 
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though Bozzano distinguishes the two chief classes, namely the subjective ex- 
periences (of hallucinatory, clairvoyant, and telepathic nature) from the ob- 
jective events (physical phenomena), all apparitional phenomena, without ex- 
ception, repeat themselves in some form in the observations of the media, 
with the only limitation, that in a great number of these phenomena the 
mediation of a living person cannot be proven. Wherever such is the case, 
however, it is often possible to rob the ghost of its spontaneous character 
and to call it up with the help of the mediating person in question. From 
such spontaneous phenomena, for example, originated the entire spiritistic 
movement, as was learned from the course of phenomena in Hydesville 
(1848). Artificially produced mediumistic phenomena, too, can appear 
spontaneously and assume the character of an apparition. 

Attention was first focused on the special talents in a series of media 
through the appearance of ghosts, i.e., through observation of physical phe- 
nomena. It must become a task of future experimental investigations, to 
change, if possible, the involuntary manifestations into such as can be 
voluntarily produced, to find out the agent in the corresponding case, and tc 
examine his medial talent, provided that it is wot a question of such effects 
as are essentially connected with a definite place, i.e., seem to have vo rela- 
tionship to any living persons. In spontaneously appearing phenomena, direct 
observation may occasionally be possible by actual residence with the per- 
sons affected. 

Often, the ghost assumes a spiteful, strange character, shows a mis- 
chievous nature, and alarms the inhabitants of the house. The teasing and 
torturing of animals and human beings not infrequently takes place; the 
liberation of cattle in the stables; the throwing of all sorts of objects; sound- 
and light-production, knocking and stamping in the house; the shifting of 
heavy pieces of furniture etc. down to complete destruction of all sorts of 
objects. 

Professor Heinrich Passaro enumerates no less than 190 cases of ghosts, 
reported in literature, (with exact indication of their sources), and explains 
them on the basis of the spiritistic hypothesis. [See Passaro’s work 
“Unumstossliche Beweise fir den Spivritismus” (Incontrovertible Proofs of 
Spiritism) Leipzig: Mutze 1906}. 

The apparition in Gross-Erlach (Wiirttemberg), described in detail by 
Johannes Illig in his treatise “Der Spuk von Gross Erlach, Juni 1916” 
(G6ppinger Tagblate, also Psychische Studien, Leipzig), began with untying 
of cattle-chains in a locked stable; although the animals were tied again, 
ropes and chains were already untied, even before the participants had left 
the stable. Neckchains were twisted, until the cattle suffocated. On the 2nd 
of May the abuse began in the house in form of crashing and stamping in 
the kitchen. A wooden log started to remove itself from the house entrance 
to the pantry. For several days in May there was perfect peace. Then the 
row started all over again. Milk bowls turned over, table spoons fell off the 
table, a water pail trailed itself to the door, a baby carriage left its place 
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over and over again. Finally the spook-manifestation reached its climax, 
when one day all doors were unhinged, all breakable objects upset and de- 
molished, such as wine jugs, plates, bowls, pans, fat containers, waterpails, 
etc. On the 15th of May the house had to be closed and deserted. In this 
case, also, a 14 year old boy, living in the house, was suspected. But it was 


ascertained that the phenomenon had showed itself also in rooms, in which 
the boy was not present. 


The famous Italian authropologist Professor Cesare Lombroso also 
dealt with the problem of apparitions, in which he sees the activity of de- 
ceased persons:—i.e., of ghosts; see his work “Hypnotische und spiritistische 
Forschungen” (Verlag Julius Hoffmann, Stuttgart, 1909) (‘Hypnotic and 
Spiritistic Research’). 

Wherever the phenomena appeared in connection with definite persons, 
it is attributable according to Lombroso, to women, children, and young 
people. Twenty-eight of such subjects were between the age of 9 and 11 or 
14 and 16 years. Lombroso justly remarks on the enormous energy used in 


some of these events, which is a definite contradiction to the small muscular 
strength of young and female persons. 


Wherever the apparition is connected with definite places, the influence 
of invisible media, not present in the house, must be taken into considera- 
tion. Conspicuous also is the intelligence expressed now and then in such 
mysterious happenings, where autonomous expressions of the will of the 


deceased were frequently ascertained as soon as it was possible to get into 
contact with the invisible working power. 


Dr. Otto Piper wrote a monograph specially devoted to phenomena of 
apparitions under the title “Der Spuk: 250 Geschehnisse aller Arten und 
Zeiten aus der Welt des Uebersinnlichen” (K6ln 1917, Verlag Bachem), 
(Spooks: 250 Happenings of all Kinds and Times from the World of the 


Supersensory”). This author also sees no other possible explanation except 
on the basis of ghosts. 


The same is true of Bruno Grabinske in his work “Spuk, Geistererscheid- 
ungen, oder was sonst?” (Hildesheim 1920) (“‘Ghosts, Apparitions, or what 
Else?’’). 

A special chapter of the article deals with the apparition in Oels, which 
was proven by Dr. Erich Bohn to be the result of fraudulent manipulations 
and self-deceptions. (Erich Bohn, “Der Spuk in Oels’”. (Zeitschrift in “Nord 
und Sid”, for October, November, and December 1917). 

The end of the book deals with the phenomenon of the burned-in hand, 
(eingebrannte-Hand p.174) on which Major-General A.D. Peter also pub- 
lished a longer treatise (Nebersinnliche Welt No. 1, January 1912). 

Grabinski, furthermore, reported on the apparition of the White Woman 
on the “Barenburg” (Burgenland), who had been photographed by the in- 
habitants of the castle and added a reproduction of the picture to his reports. 
(“Der lokale Spuk’, Heroldverlag, Miinchen 1925, “The Local Spook”). 
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Despite thorough examination of the facts in question the names of the 
participants are only indicated with initials. For this reason and because of 
the rarity of the case, I desired, after ascertaining the addresses of the 
participants, to enter into correspondence with them. They confirmed the fact 
that the picture of the apparition was taken in regular fashion and success- 
fully developed. 

Like Piper and Grabinski, Dr. Max Kemmerich knows no other explana- 
tion but that of ‘spirits’, in his book “Gespenster und Spuk” (Lhotzky, 
Ludwigshafen, 1921, 500 pages) (“Ghosts and Apparitions’). In the Sth 
chapter, dealing with the idea and purpose of apparitions, the author refers 
to the Case-Record by Bozzano as it appeared in the Italian language, in 
which no less than 532 cases are compiled, 491 of which concern haunted 
houses and 41 haunted localities. Among these no less than 46 were de- 
termined as stone rain, 39 as sudden ringing of the bell, and 7 as fire. 


Very interesting is the statement quoted by Kemmerich from Bozzano, 
that 180 times the apparition was traceably connected with a tragic event 
in the same place. 27 times human bones which had been buried and walled 
in, were found at the place of the apparition. A group of 71 cases com- 
prised normal causes of death, however, at places of future apparitions. On 
the whole 304 out of 374 ghost experiences were supposed to have been 
preceded by a case of death. This looks a bit arbitrary, considering the 
frequency of deaths in all sorts of rooms. It is noteworthy that Bozzano, as 


reported by Kemmerich, excludes death as cause of an apparition in only 
12 cases. 


In a considerable number of such occurrences the purpose conceived by 
the ghost is perfectly obvious. If this purpose is fulfilled by the living, the 
manifestation ceases. 

Kemmerich assumes telepathy between the living and the dead. His 
wish that scholars would make investigation in a spirit of truthfulness into 


this difficult field, which still offers so great a number of problems for solu- 
tion, can only be welcomed. 


A general survey of “Spuk, Gespenster und Apportphanomene’ (“Ap- 
paritions, Ghosts, and Phenomena of Apports’) (““Werdende Wissenschaft” 
Berlin 1923, Pyramidenverlag) is presented by Rudolf Lambert. He dis- 
tinguishes immaterial apparitional phenomena (sensory perceptions of sub- 
jective nature, acoustical and optical impressions etc.) from the material ap- 
paritional phenomena, whereby actual changes of objects controllable by all 
those present, take place (i.e.: movements of untouched objects, light- and 
fire-apparitions, materialised human forms and apports, stone-rain and so 
forth). In many cases the experience partakes both of material and im- 
material factors. 

Lambert arrives at the same result as d’Assier, that in certain (though 
rare) cases the activity of a human personality may continue for some time 
after the cessation of all signs of life. In some cases it might not be un- 
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the theory of apparitions Lambert concedes that comparatively few cases 
happen which can be said to prove the spiritistic hypothesis but he cannot 


advance any plausible argument in clarifying the naive character of most 
ghostly occurrences. 


The author (Schr.-N.) had occasion to discuss several cases of haunting, 
the first of which bears the title: “Der Spuk im Hopfgarten” (“The Ghost 
in the Hopgarden’”—‘‘A judicial ascertainment of telekinetic phenomena’’)*. 
According to the witnesses, it was a question of knocking phenomena and 
movements of untouched objects,—manifestations which lasted only 14 days 
and were even confirmed in part by police officials on the basis of their own 
observations. Remarkable is the fact that the phenomena started after the 
beginning of a state of trance created through an abusive hypnosis in the 
wife of a watchmaker, who was forced to stay in bed in the haunted room; 
that they lasted during the 17 days of her hypnotised state and disappeared 
as soon as the patient awoke from her delirium with the help of a doctor. 
Everything in the case of this very sick woman indicated an intimate physical 
relationship with the telekinetic effects and the episode forms a confirmation 
of their animistic origin. Only in darkness and at night, mainly when at- 
tention was distracted, and exceptionally by day at 9 o'clock in the morning, 
these mysterious manifestations expressed themselves. It seems, therefore, 
that these spook-occurrences are to be considered exclusively as arising 


physical-mediumistic phenomena, spontaneously connected with definite modi- 
fications of the consciousness. 


Another case, judicially examined and published by the author (Schr.-N.) 
(in Psychische Studien, Leipzig 1922) concerned “Der Spuk in Y16jarvi’” 
(Finland) (“The Apparition in Yl6jarvi’). Objects in the room were set 
in motion and thrown around (for example wooden logs, shoes, bricks. 
chairs or tobacco-pipes). The knocking against each other of table boards, 
and the bringing into horizontal position of a yard stick (Elle) hanging on 
the wall are mentioned. 

The following occurrences belong to a more complicated class of such 
manifestations: the opening of repeatedly closed doors, the withdrawal of 
objects from,closed containers (scripts from a writing desk drawer), the ap- 
porting of large quantities of clay, of birch bark, and of bricks. The pouring 
into another vessel of the contents of medicine bottles, the pouring of beer 
into a tub, the swaying movement of a lamp in vertical position, the taking 
out of a key from a door, etc. The mischievous character, and the design 
to produce harm were concluded from the cutting and tearing of a book, 
moreover, the burning of utensils, the tying together of a sheep’s legs in its 
stable, the fettering of the 13 year old servant girl lying in her bed, who 
* D’Assier seems to have regarded the soul as an etheric or subliminated part of the physical 


outliving the physical only for a limited period. This would appear true enough so far as 


these dynamic manifestations are concerned; but they have little to do with the survival of 
the real Personality. Ed. 


* Published 1921 in pamphlet form (Leipzig, Mutze) (Lecture given the 29th of August 1921 
at the International Congress for Psychic Research in Kopenhagen). 
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seemed to have mediumistic connection with the phenomena. The child fell 
seriously ill, was brought to the hospital a week later and died there: 
Simultaneously with her illness the manifestations stopped and never re- 
turned. 

The inhabitants of the house and the servants could not have produced 
the phenomena, as was judicially ascertained, because, now and then, they 
occurred in the living room when nobody was there. Certain mysterious 
phenomena of movement also took place under optical control of the 
witnesses. Remarkable, too, is the subsequent change of direction taken by 
the objects thrown, during their flight. As a rule the occurrences took place 
by lamp and candle-light, but also not infrequently in bright daylight. They 
belong to the known mediumistic phenomenology (telekinesis, apports, pene- 
tration of matter, etc.). The spiteful, harmful purpose of certain of the 
manifestations in the form of intentional destructiveness indicates sub- 
conscious drives in the hysterical psyche of the servant maid. In their effect 
the actions do not differ from the activity of cunning hysterics, who from 
pathological motives pretend some matter of fact which corresponds perhaps 
merely to their desire for destruction and for attracting attention. Also in the 
case described, the judicially ascertained facts are outside the province of 
capacity on the part of the persons concerned. 


Of still greater scientific value than the above reported occurrences seem 
the spook-phenomena of Johanna P. . ., also published by the author 
(Schr.-N.) (see “Psychische Studien”, for May 1923). Here the telekinetic 
spontaneous phenomena are connected with the presence of a 15 year old 
servant-maid from Carinthia; they consist of telekinetic activities in “Fern- 
bewegungen’” (Far-moving), the disappearance and destruction of objects, 
and audible manifestations. This complex of phenomena accompanied 
Johanna P. everywhere, to Liesereck, Villach, Braunau, and London. The 
English investigator McKenzie took the girl to London in order to ex- 
perience these phenomena himself in his own house* under strict control 
of the servants who had been prepared for this occasion. In London the 
phenomena started as a rule with the new moon and increased with its 
growth to the full moon. As soon as attention was paid to the phenomena 
they stopped. The state of being observed worked as an inhibition. Manual 
help by “Hannie’’ did not enter because the girl was either in another place 
at the time, or was in some way busy with both hands. 


After half a year the phenomena began to decrease and gradually dis- 
appeared entirely. Mr. McKenzie traced this stop to better nourishment in 
England, to Hannie’s intellectual development (or to the advent of puberty? 


The author). The girl learned English quickly and returned as an elegant 
lady. 


* The Editor was a member of the Council of the B.C.P.S. at the time. Mr. Hewat McKenzie 
and his wife gave ‘Hannie’” a home for several months during which time her phenomena 
continued, but with a gradual diminuation of force as the child’s health improved. The Editor 
remembers well the bill for breakages by the spook which had to be met by the Council. - It 
amounted to £6( ir English money, i.e., about $300 at the old rate of exchange. 


DEVELOPMENT OF OCCULTISM INTO PARAPSYCHOLOGY 15 
The case “Der Spuk von Neuried in Oberbayern” (“The Spook in 
Neuried in Upper Bavaria’) treated by the author (in the January copy of 
the Zeitschrift fiir Parapsychologie 1926) concerns analogous phenomena 
which took place on a peasant farm in the vicinity of the Oster lakes (Oster- 
seen). The Spook-phenomena consisted in an inexplicable knocking and 
scratching and in the disappearance and changes of place of objects. The 
phenomena were obviously connected with the daughter of a miner. The 
supposed ghost disquited the inhabitants and gave occasion to the author 
to undertake a personal examination of the place with two of his friends. 
Thereby it turned out that Anna G. had the faculty of producing paraphysical 
phenomena. At least she succeeded in our presence in producing incon- © 
testable knocking sounds in an untouched table. Several months later the 
spook occurrences absented themselves with the belated entrance of the 
menses. Here too we meet typical mediumistic performances, acoustical im- 
pressions, telekineses and apports, which are in some way connected with the 
organism of the girl and accompany her in her change of place. Moreover 
they took place in dull light (evenings, at night), but also sporadically dur- 
ing the day. 

In my observations of the metapsychic facts, completely independent of 
each other in regard to space and time, the almost lawful uniformity of the 
occurrences strikes the eye. In three cases it is a question of adolescent girls; 
in the fourth, of a hypnotized patient in a trance. The type of phenomena 
is the same with all agents. They are, furthermore, dependent on the or- 
ganism of the media and expressed themselves mainly in dull light. Intelli- 
gent paranormal causes were not proven in any case, but this fact is not 
assumed to preclude the possibility of their presence. With severe illness 
with the starting of the menses, and with process of physical development as 
also with the awakening from a trance, the phenomena stopped completely. 
Certainly the casnistics is still too small to allow further conclusions, but 
the path to scientific discovery is herewith opened. 


The uniformity of the unusual facts in all countries and at all times is evi- 
dence against deception and hallucination in such statements. The underlying 
laws for these facts are still hidden in obscurity. The banal, foolish, and 
sometimes tricky character of such demonstrations, which almost always 
happen with objects present in the environment of the agent, must not lead 
to an ambiguous conception of the problem. For this problem lies exclusively 
in the physical efficacy of forces unknown to us, and expressing themselves 
on objects which happen to be at the locus of the manifestations. (1) 

Much more important seems the question: what is the significance (or 
meaning) of Spook phenomena altogether? What is their sense? 

Illig attempted to penetrate this puzzle in his work, “Ewiges Schweigen” 
(“Eternal Silence’) (Stuttgart 1925) where he reports very valuable ob- 
(1) The author’s essays on ghostly phenomena, published after the writing of this article, 


are printed in his ‘Gesammelten Aufsatzen zur Parapsychologie’ (Collected Essays on - 
Parapsychology) (Union, Huttgart 1929)—Editor’s note. 
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servations of his own in a very interesting case-record. First of all, he points 
to the extraordinarily frequent announcements of death through physical 
change of objects: the stopping of a clock; the dropping of a picture;— 
they may be taken as magical signals, by which the dying person tele- 
pathically communicates his departure. 

* Here as everywhere else the subconscious effect of wishes of the medium 
plays an important part; but whether these wishes originate from the soul 
of a living or a deceased person is not a question to be examined at 
present. Dr. A. von Winterstein has tried to discuss the motivation of place- 
bound spooks, which, according to his conception could approach the explana- 
tion of the problem of the after-life of a human personality (“Psychoana- 
lytische Bemerkungen zum Thema Spuk” in Zeitschrift fir Parapsychologie, 
September 1926; “Zur Psychoanalyse des Spuks”’, in “Imago” 1926) (‘‘Psy- 
choanalytic Comments on the Spook Theme’, and ‘On the Psychoanalysis of 
Spooks’). In a great number of spook cases he finds surprising coincidences 
with psychoneuroses. Thus it often happens that thoughts, worries, and 
wishes prompted by feelings which drive the ‘spooking’ entity (den Spuken- 
den) to apprise the “living” of his continued existence. “One gets the im- 
pression that a kind of intelligence effects these phenomena with insufficient 
means at its disposal so that it is not a question of mere automatisms. These 
expressions sometimes resemble products of the subconscious, as in a dream, 
and in the neurotic diathesis, because of their symbolic character and because 
of other peculiarities, which make one think of the mechanism of densifica- 
tion and shifting.” To this must be added the automatic repetition of oc- 
currences, the neurotic force of repetition. Thus, analogies with neurotic re- 
productions and with the dreamlife of the neurotic can be drawn. “It looks 
as if the force of repetition contained in the manifestations originated from 
instinctive drives, which aspire to the reestablishment of the former state 
of balance’. 

According to Winterstein, another group of spook cases is caused by 
an incompleted content or by an unsolved moral conflict during life time (for in- 
stance the pressure of guilt which strives for relief, or for forced confession). 
“The spook phenomena with their monotonously uniform and automatic 
repetition, as it were, give in themselves the impression that it is not a ques- 
tion of expression of an entire soul, but only of a process of imagination, 
which has become autonomous; of a fixed idea, of an obsession, which verges 
toward continuous relief and realisation by the mode of spook phenomena. 

Winterstein’s remarks refer only to place-bound spoks and presuppose 
the existence of beings in the beyond,—that is, of deceased persons. Con- 
trariwise, in which the spook was bound to definite persons, the very cases 
are eliminated, to which we had access for the purpose of examination. 

The deceased can no longer be psychoanalyzed, only the living spook- 
agents. It would be necessary, at first, to apply Winterstein’s well-founded 
trains of thought to the examination of spook media and try to discover the 
psychic mechanism of these occult events. 


\ 
| 
| 
| 
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All spook phenomena, whether place-bound or produced by living per- 
sons, take place ‘‘as if’ psychic mechanisms were underlying them which 
aspire to project themselves in reality. It is the task of research to study not 
only the metapsychic facts, but also the subconscious psychic life of the liv- 
ing agent, through which alone the seeming senselessness of the spook phe- 
nomena can be understood. Winterstein intelligently terms them as “ 
reaction of the deepest biological powers against death”. 


ParT II. 


The Development and Completion of this study in Continuation 
and Confwmation of the fwst investigations. 
The progress of science in the field of paraphysics during the years 
from 1920-1926 is characterized by a number of works, which will be 
subsequently discussed in chronological order. | 
The first book which appeared in 1920 was the author's study “PAy- 
sikalische Phainomene des Mediumismus” (‘Physical Phenomena of Medium- 
ism’) (Reinhardt, Miinchen, with 15 plates and 33 drawings in the text and 
with an appendix by Gustave Geley on his observations with Eva C. 1918). 
With the aid of the results of observations with the media Stanislawa 
Tomezyk, Eusapia Paladino and Kathleen Goligher—which are reviewed 
briefly on the basis of literature and of his own experiences,—the author 
establishes a general parallel of events which were found also in other ex- 
perimental subjects, namely the fact of paraphysical projection of the or- 
ganism for the purpose of telekinetic, i.e., teleplastic, performances. With the 
help of animistic prolongations (structures, rods, efflorescences, staring, or- 
ganic lines of force, fluidic threads, stripes, strings, and medianimic limbs) 


such agents perceive the physical qualities of matter and influence it ideoplas- 
tically. 


a 


According to this theory of the author the telekinetic and teleplastic 
phenomena are various degrees of the same animistic process and depend in 
the last analysis on the psychic events taking place in the subconscious sphere 
of the medium. The so-called occult intelligences (Trance-personalities, 
split-ego’s, dream types, etc.) which express themselves and materialize at 
the séances, show no higher mental progress than that of the medium and of 
the participants. They are personified dream types, which correspond to the 
memory fragments and directions of belief (faith), to the imagination—con- 
tents of media and her compass, thus symbolizing only that which is dormant 
in the soul of the participants. The first part of the work gives a brief sur- 
vey of the results of the investigations of the Warsaw scholar Professor 
Ochorowitz with the medium Stanislawa Tomczyk; it adds, moreover, the 
author’s own experiments with this medium, which confirm Ochorowicz’s 
principle of fluidic emanation, but can only be judged in connection with 
this scholar’s investigations. Smaller objects placed on the table are raised by 


previously thoroughly controlled and cleaned hands and are then photo- 
gtaphed. 
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The idea that the tools ideoplastically produced and necessary for this 
purpose,—in form of organic, fluid, mostly invisible threadlike structures be- 
coming visible only in stronger materialization—are in reality no mediumistic . 
creation ad hoc, but are merely counterfeits pretended to exist by means of 
fraudulent use of fine silk or cocoon threads, woman’s hair, or fine wire, 
is a theory which has vividly occupied and influenced not only the entire 
order of experiments of all scholars experimenting with Stanislawa (namely 
Ochorowitz Liebiedjinski, the learned Commission of examiners, the English 
and French scholars and the author) but also the opposing press, who re- 
mained unadvised despite the most striking demonstration. 

As is shown by the discovery of a hair by Professor Ochorowitz for the 
purpose of fraud with the medium Eusapia Paladino, nothing is easier than 
to disclose this very trick. Never, however, was a thread of earthly origin or 
a hair found with Stanislawa, in spite of the strictest observation directed 
toward this point, partly with perfectly sufficient light, the most subtle pre- 
and post-examinations and the most variegated measures of control; despite 
the fact that the examinations were combined constantly for years in different 
places (Warsaw, Wirblas, Paris, London, Munich), despite the changing 
scholars and witnesses, despite most exact ascertainment of facts through 
the Polish Commission of scholars (Polnische Gelehrtenkommission ), despite 
post-examinations and microscopic investigations of the negatives in photo- 
graphic institutes and by photochemical specialists (in Warsaw and in 
Munich). In the face of such unassailable matters of fact, attacks and 
objections lose all significance, especially when they come from the barrister’s 
desk in form of a plea without any practical experience and even when they 
are construed by estimable scholars. Opponents of this kind can present 
only logically ‘“‘puzzled-out’ arguments, calculated upon possibilities and 
deficiencies in the order of experiments, against the empirical proof. The 
value of such demonstrations diminishes all the more, because opponents 
have never even tried to imitate in fraudulous manner the extremely easy 
and clear “‘levitation-experiments” (Levitationsexperimente) with the medium 
Tomcezyk, under the exact original conditions of experiment. Because 
for this the only essential thing seems to be several women’s hairs, 
silk or cocoon threads, and any other objects. Only after successful accomplish- 
ment of such fraudulent imitations, photographically reproduced,—but na- 
turally always only under the identical conditions of the real experiment—a 
discussion about these hypothesis as explanations could be continued. Even 
though one must not deny the fact that some opponents (especially Dr. 
Rosenbusch) succeeded in proving a few small errors and contradictions in 
the description of the author's Tomczyk experiments, that is, finding a few 
splinters in his eye, the antagonistic attack remains empty talk, as long as 
it is not established on.the same empirical basis as Professor Ochorowitz’s 
investigation. Dr. Recknagel (medical practitioner) remarks very justly in a 
judgment handed to the Munich Medical commission on the topic of so-called 
occult occurrences: 


| 
> 
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“If two scientists, independently of each other, arrive at the same 
results, there is strong indication of proof according to traditional 
scientific conception; for it is extremely improbable that two such ex- 
perienced experimentators (as Professor Ochorowitz and Dr. von 
Schrenck-Notzing) could be victims to the same deceptions, especially 
since they experimented under different conditions and regulations.” 

The objection that sewing threads had been fraudulently used in the 
levitation-experiment of a ball pictured in the author's work, however, over- 
looks entirely the fact that nothing of the sort can be noticed on the ex- 
tremely sharp negatives, that on the contrary the organic lines of force ap- 
peared as very fine, hardly visible strokes only with manifold microscopic - 
magnification. It was even necessary to trace the strokes in order to make 
them visible. If sewing threads were employed in imitations of this experi- 
ment, these lines would probably be visible on the original plate with the 
naked eye, but certainly with medium magnification. But I don’t believe in 
the existence of threads of technical origin, as they are supposedly used in 
such experiments, remaining invisible up to their 150th magnification, and 
the appearing only as fine, hardly visible lines. In view of the very easily 
imitable conditions of such experiments I have to stand by my opinion until 
I have proof of the opposite. 

As a principle it stands that every fraudulent use of hair, threads, etc. 
can be proven by means of technical devices on the negatives of the same 
sharpness as in the author's copies. If such a proof is unsuccessful with the 
microscope and manifold magnification, it can safely be asserted that the 
levitation of the object in question has not been achieved by means of this 
sort of deception. 

This is true first of all of the spoon-experiment (L6ffelversuch) pub- 
lished and photographed by the author and of the majority of Ochorowitz’s 
plates, which, by the way, have also been reexamined in the Warsaw Photo- 
graphic Experimental Station. 

It is necessary to reverse the question and ask: what would the optical 
picture of a fraudulently used thread look like under 150 magnifications? It 
would be visible about as thick as a pencil, but certainly not as a fine and 
hardly visible line. 

The assumption of fraud, furthermore, does not consider the deep, active 
somnambulic state of consciousness during the time of the phenomena, the 
genuineness of which (somnambulic state of consciousness) is indicated by 
psychic as well as by a number of somatic symptoms which can hardly be 
simulated. 

Unconscious frauds and simple manual additional helps have been 
proven also in the deep trance of many media. But Stanislawa Tomczyk 
presents a different case. For, the preparation for a deception, the prepara- 
tion of the different kinds of threads and hair necessary for the experiment 
at a séance, the mutual agreement which the opponents suppose to have 
taken place with Fraulein P. present at the experiments would have had to 
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have taken place before the séances; that is, trains of ideas present in the 
state of consciousness A (waking) must have been put to action in the state 
of consciousness B (somnambulism) with the help of juggling dexterity 
acquired in the state A. Here again the logical possibility—which counts 
on the unproven hypotheses and on the phenomenon of a psychic transfer 
from one state of consciousness to another, not yet sufficiently known in this 
sense in modern psychopathology—stands face to face with the empirical 
probability that the case is really as the various experimentators and witnesses 
coincidentally confirm; from various places, independently of each other over- 
shadowing completely the armchair-imaginations of a scholar who has never 
once attended a single experiment! 

The lighting conditions at the author’s experiments, as confirmed by the 
medical witness Dr. Diirig, who participated in seven séances, were quite 
sufficient for the observation of details as reported by the author in his work, 
to which belongs also the estimated distance of the fingertips from the ob- 
ject moved. Moreover, the lighting was examined right then and there by 
Dr. Recknagel, a member of the medical Commission. The following state- 
ment presents this man’s verdict on his findings: 

“I have convinced myself personally that the indicated lighting 

was sufficient also for greater distances while the author used a 100 
watt lamp, I hung a 50 watt lamp behind my back in such a way that 
my body cast a big shadow on the table before me. In this shadow I 
could immediately read the newspaper at a distance of 30 cm even 
without needing any longer adjustment for my eyes. The circulating 
movements of a wire spiral in my hand were quickly and correctly 
recognized by a person sitting at one meter’s distance. The possibility of 
observation even of subtle objects, but certainly of every finger move- 
ment, to the smallest extent, was absolutely sufficient. 

According to Dr. Rosenbusch’s ‘‘Komplizentheorie’ (“Theory of Ac- 
complices”), (established in his work “Okkultism in Urkunden” p. 260 ff.) 
(“Occultism in Documents”) Stanislawa P., present in quite a number of 
séances, is supposed to have handed the threads to the medium (probably 
with attachments to the objects?)—without any of the very skeptical 
scholars and witnesses, blindfolded at every new experiment, noticing any- 
thing of the sort; this theory fails completely for the simple reason that 
in the first séance of the author the same phenomena took place without 
Stanislawa P’s presence and that she was not present in any of the investiga- 
tions by Professor Ochorowitz in Paris, London, etc. 

Besides: how could one have imagined the heavy board of the Alrutz 
Scale of almost one meter’s length to be pressed down in the improvised 
experiment coming as it did as a surprise to the medium whose hands were 
kept above the board? 

Dr. Rosenbusch’s objections which were raised in his “Dreimannerbuch” 
(‘“Three-Men-Book’’) were already exhaustively refuted by the author in his 
answer “Ueber die Versuche mit dem Medium Stanislawa Tomcezyk” in 
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“Psychische Studien’, 48th year, 1921. (“Concerning the Experiments With 
the Medium Stanislawa Tomczyk’””) Dr. Rosenbusch pretends not to know of 
the existence of this answer, for otherwise he would not reiterate long 
settled arguments. 

I should like to draw attention to one instructive example not yet 
mentioned in this discussion of Professor Ochorowicz’s investigations. The 
following is quoted from Peter’s translation of the essay, “Ein neues medium- 
stisches Phanomen von Dr. Julian Ochorowicz” in (Uebersinnliche Welt” 
1909, p. 461) (“A New Mediumistic Phenomenon by Dr. Julian Ocho- 
rowicz’) “During the levitation of a pointer I directed the medium to 
gently remove her right hand downwards with the intention that the pointer 
remain in the air. The experiment was successful. The pointer sank a little, 
because it was only slightly supported by the rays of the right hand: but it 
remained in the air and the photography shows that the straight connecting- 
line of both hands of the medium lies underneath the pointer—a factor 
which excludes the use of a thread. It is superfluous to say that no hair 
was ever found although the medium had become accustomed to having 
her hands and the table examined before and after the phenomena.” 

The very fact that this experiment, which like many others, excludes by 
its very nature the use of a thread, was never taken into consideration by 
the opponents in their establishment of a hypothesis of fraud, destroys the 
theory of threads. 

We have, therefore, in the phenomena of Stanislawa Tomczyk un- 
doubtedly genuine telekineses. 

* 
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“HARK FROM THE TOMB” 


Some Notes on Psychic Journalism 
By Davin Gow 


I borrow my title-phrase from the inimitable Huckleberry Finn. In his 
vocabulary it stood for a solemn lecture or reprimand: “Then Susan she 
waltzed in and, if you'll believe me, she did give Hare-lip hark from the 
tomb.” 

To some of those who were concerned with psychic journalism in its 
earlier days, it seemed very much a matter of “hark from the tomb’, so far 
as the general public were concerned. To the uninitiated—and especially to 
the religious community—our message carried a flavour of graves and 
sepulchres. It belonged to the macabre side of things. It was a kind of 
vulgar necromancy. We dealt not with a living world but with the realm 
of defunct humanity. We specialised in voices from the tomb—the gibbering 
of shades and spectres. How well I recall the pious indignation of a devout 
Churchwoman at the idea of my dragging dead people out of their coffins 
and making them talk. It was a painful situation. I could only assume an 
air of injured innocence and solemnly protest that the charge was quite 
baseless. To laugh at the accusation—grotesque as it was—would have 
simply meant that I was hardened in iniquity. Nor did I try to explain, 
knowing from old experience that explanations—in some circumstances—only 
land one deeper in the mire. 

There was a good deal of that sort of feeling in the earlier days (1 do 
not think it has quite died out yet) and it had a strong influence on some of 
the writers in the psychic journals. It gave a kind of sepulchral tinge to 
their style. Much of the writing was of the sermon order—a kind of “‘pro- 
tective colouration”; for the main charge against us was not so much 
credulity and superstition as impiety. So one dear parson of my acquaintance, 
who for many years contributed to a leading journal devoted to Spiritualism 
and Psychic Research, wrote for the most part in the vein of the religious 
pamphleteer. Science in those days—apart from Sir William Crookes and Sir 
William Barrett—had very little to say on the matter, so “motley” (by 
which I mean a blend of religiosity delicately touched with psychic facts) 
was “the only wear”. To be sure there was Philosophy, and that came forth 
in abundance to disguise the starkness of our New Revelation. Slow oozings 
of philosophic stodge—they went on year after year. At the back of it, I 
think, was the idea of disguise. The naked truth must be dressed out in a 
raiment of polysyllables and classicism or of solemn sanctimoniousness, for 
the “thing in itself’—spirit return as a bald literal fact—was something 
which human nature itself could not endure. 

Now and again a humorist came on the scene, for example, Mr. Richard 
Harte who in LIGHT of some forty years ago wrote some brilliant articles 
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in the comic vein. But this was flat blasphemy against the solemnity of the 
subject, and voices were lifted against such unseemly proceedings. It was 
trifling with a serious subject—it almost amounted to laughing at death. It 
was clear enough that the note to be struck was “Hark from the tomb”. 

Psychic journalism was a strangely assorted business in those days. There 
were (with one or two exceptions) no professional journalists concerned in 
it. The writers were amateurs or novices and some of their lucubrations 
might have been added to those “Curiosities of Literature” of which the 
elder Disraeli wrote, had he known of them. Here and there some naive 
writer would set out his experiences in Spiritualism without literary devices 
or the decent obscurities of religion or philosophy, and the effect was rather 
paralysing. Culture fled with a shriek; Religion blenched at the sight, and 
Science, usually. in the person of a medical man, talked darkly of mad-houses. 

There was no Psychic Science then to generalise and differentiate. The 
“wholesale believer’, in Sir William Barrett's phrase, swallowed everything— 
the subliminal fiction and the metapsychic fact indiscriminately. The unbe- 
liever, whether he were a sage or merely a man in the street, rejected the 
lot with the same indiscriminateness. 

Spiritualism in those days was a kind of hole-and-corner affair; even its 
journalism was very much like a shady business carried on in a back street. 
We gained but scant attention in the general Press. At rare intervals some- 
thing about the subject would gain the condescending attention of the 
leviathans of Fleet Street. The musical inspirations of Jesse Shepard received 
some notice in the great newspapers; so also did the earlier trance-discourses 
of J. J. Morse. But for the most part the only attention we received was 
the flamboyant publicity accorded to the exposure of a Medium. Such things 
were acceptable tit-bits, and the fact that exposures of fraud were almost 
invariably made by Spiritualists themselves was conveniently overlooked. 

But even in those days there was a small body of educated people—some 
of them people of distinction—who were deeply interested in the matter: 
Tennyson, Ruskin, Mrs. Browning, Gerald Massey, Roden Noel, Samuel 
Carter Hall, William and Mary Howitt were amongst them. But little was 
publicly known of their association with the subject. And naturally they 
did not court publicity. It was understood (in some instances at least) that 
any mention of them in the Psychic Press was resented, either by the per- 
sons concerned or by their families. 

In connection with my Press work I have sat in séances with people 
of high rank—some of the names were “household words’—but with the 
understanding, express or implied, that nothing was to be said in print. 
And as a conscientious journalist I observed the injunction, thereby losing 
many items of interest to the lovers of newspaper gossip. 

Looking back on those days it seems strange to recall the later phases 
of Spiritualism, which came a few years after the war when there was a de- 
vouring appetite for publicity whether in connection with Spiritualism or any- 
thing else. Some of the famous and fashionable folk wanted their names to 
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be mentioned. It was no longer dangerous to refer to them—it was rather 
more dangerous to leave them out. For by this time, Spiritualism, from being a 
dubious and unsavoury matter, had advanced to the dignity of a topic of 
the day, and in any case it provided an avenue to public notice for the 
social “‘climber’’, or the publicist anxious to keep his name continually before 
the world. 

The journalism of the subject seemed to advance pari passu with the 
increase of public interest. In the early days the journalist who was also a 
spiritualist was a rare bird indeed. In the ‘eighties of last century I knew of 
but two. One was the veteran Pressman who founded and for some time 
edited LIGHT—I mean Edmund Dawson Rogers—the other, a reporter on 
a London daily, one Janes, author of a system of shorthand and a book on 
naval battles. That “prince of journalists” W.T. Stead came later, and with 
a considerable amount of éc/at. I rather think association with Spiritualism 
would have foundered the reputation of any journalist of smaller ability and 
self-confidence. But Stead was Stead, as fearless a pioneer, as zealous a re- 
former, as he was brilliant as an editor. 

I clearly recall his entry into the subject. It set Fleet Street talking; it 
amazed the public, and, curious to record, it gave occasion for some head- 
shaking amongst the grave and reverend signors of Spiritualism. That 
judicial dubiety, that prudential restraint, with which they administered its 
affairs was now all thrown to the winds. The man was incalculable—there 
was no holding him in! The elders grown grey in the service listened with 
shudders of apprehension for what he would say next! He was a “hot 
gospeller” indeed. But he was also a man of genius. He made a very valu- 
able contribution to the journalism of the subject by founding Borderland and 
gathering about him some valuable contributors. That Borderland is dead 
I have never ceased to regret. In its own line it was matchless, a worthy 
product of the talent of the greatest journalist of his time. It might be re- 
vived, but I fear only a mind like that of Stead would be equal to the task. 

Following Stead, but at a considerable distance, came Ellis T. Powell, at 
that time a member of the staff of the Financial News and afterwards its 
editor. He was not only a journalist of the highest capacity but a man of 
such versatility that he made his mark as author, orator and historian. He 
contributed many fine articles to the Spiritualist Press, notably to LIGHT, 
and as time went on gave more and more of his attention to psychic science 
till at last he became generally known as one of its principal exponents by 
voice and pen. But his devouring energy ranging over almost the entire 
field of human thought proved too much for cone mortal frame and he 
passed out while still in his early fifties while on a political lecturing tour. 

In the meantime the new ideas concerning human survival and _ its 
evidences had been leavening the thought of Fleet Street, (and incidentally 
of journalism in other parts of the world—New York for example). Quite 
a number of Pressmen became interested; indeed, with some it was a matter 
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were now represented by scores, and allusions to Spiritualism, in the more 
serious journals at least, were now, as I often noted, marked by knowledge 
and critical judgment, the result of careful study of the evidences. The most 
prominent example of the converted journalist was undoubtedly Hannen 
Swaffer whom I think of as the concentrated essence of all that Fleet Street 
means. He was Lord Northcliffe’s right hand man, and successively editor 
of several leading newspapers. It was brought to his attention that the de- 
ceased Northcliffe had come through at a séance and his instinct for “news” 
led him at once on the trail. His old chief gave him ample evidence that he 
had actually returned to tell the tale of his survival, and from that time 
Swaffer has put himself very conspicuously on the Spiritualistic map, a 
copious contributor to psychic journals; and a speaker who has traversed 
nearly the whole of Great Britain, proclaiming the gospel of spirit return. 
He soon showed his impatience of the cautious sober methods of the older 
prints, and demanded a journal of a more up-to-date character—a Spiritualist 
newspaper run on entirely modern lines. Hence no doubt the entry of a new 
weekly journal of which he is chief contributor and which is pervaded by his 
spirit, and possibly also by the spirit of some departed journalists who in 
their day shared his ambition to ‘let the public know’, and to give the news 
from the housetops, unrestrained by the old prudences and cautions, the 
bated breath, the whispering humbleness. 

Not long before his death, I walked through Fleet Street with George 
R. Sims—the famous “Dagonet’”’ of the Referee and we talked of Spiritualism 
and its newspapers. “If this thing is true,” said Sims, “then any journal pro- 
claiming it ought to have the circulation of the Daily Mail.” But while I 
agreed, I indicated my view that it was first necessary that the public should 
wake up to the importance of the message. Lord Northcliffe (of whom I 
save some memories) often insisted that it took many weeks of incessant 
advertising to break down the apathy of the public in regard to any new 
enterprise or development, and even then you were only at the beginning of 
the matter. You had to wake them up before you could tell them anything! 

Today, I imagine, the world is still in the early stages of awakening. 
It is dimly conscious that “there are visions about,” and that strange things 
are happening in its midst, although with no very clear idea of what they 
mean. There are “voices in the air”, voices which, even if they appear to 
come from the tomb, invite attention—not of course the same attention that 
is paid to “normal” things like battle, murder and sudden death, cricket, 
football and the latest divorce case. Human survival is still a “supernormal” 
matter. Gradually no doubt it will fall into the region of the natural, every- 
day course of events. And by that time, perhaps, psychic journalism will 
cease to exist as such and the term Spiritualist as a distinguishing description 
will have passed away also, as denoting a distinction without a difference. 

In the meantime it is comforting to reflect that we have almost passed 
out of the ‘hark-from-the-tomb’ stage. For this we are largely indebted to 
Science which is teaching the common man that he is himself much more 
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closely related to graves and sepulchres than any kind of ghost can possibly 
be. There is no flavour of putrescence about the etheric world. 

In short, the old idea of death is becoming depolarised, and the psychic 
journalist (who is now numerously represented) may shake himself free of 
the old self-regarding tendency to philosophic theorising of pietistic sentiment 
in dealing with the question of survival. The infant truth might have been 
smothered by “overlaying”: but it was a truth, and so, invulnerable. 


A CAMBRIDGE GHOST-STORY 


A well authenticated record of the haunting of Christ’s College, 
Cambridge, England by a recently deceased Fellow, much respected in his 
day, is published by Heffer of Cambridge under the title “A College 
Mystery”. There are numerous witnesses of good standing who give in- 
dependent testimony. The ghost was both heard and seen. All the witnesses 
believed they were describing a living man. The apparition was noted shortly 
after the death of the Revd Christopher James Round, who died without 
making public the fact that in a fit of jealousy he had killed a fellow 
graduate named Collier. The dying man entrusted his confession to a friend 
with the injunction that it should be kept secret for a certain time ending 
in 1918. It seems that it was during this interval that his unquiet spirit 
‘walked’ and ‘talked’. Mr. Baker, the author of the book, knew both Round 
and Collier personally. 

* 


BOOKS RECEIVED FROM DR. L. R. G. CRANDON 
January, 1933 


“Death Deferred” ........ --Hereward Carrington 

“Psychical Phenomena and the War”’ ................--.--- Hereward Carrington 

‘“Metapsychical Phenomena” J. Maxwell 

‘““Death—Its Causes and Phenomena’’...................... Hereward Carrington 

“The Problems of Psychical Research” Hereward Carrington 

“Selections from the Gesta Romanorum”’ ................ Rev. Charles Small (translator) 

“Story of Odysseus in the Land of the Phaeacians’’..Prof. Samuel H. Butcher} 

“Odes of Anacreon: Anacreontics’” ................--.... Andrew Lang translators 

“Selections from the Koran of Mohammed’’............ George Sale (translator) 
RECEIVED FROM MR. W. LANGWORTHY TAYLOR 

“The Fox-Taylor Automatic Writing’ ................ Sarah E. L. Taylor 
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TWO AUTOMATIC SCRIPTS 


Recorded in the Bulletin de Conseil des Recherches Metapsychiques 
for April, 1932. 
1. M. Cl... had visited the cinema, and had witnessed there the in- 
auguration of the Institut du Cancer in Paris. The idea of ‘Cancer’ impresesd 


itself on his mind, and on collecting his thoughts a little, he set himself to 
the task of writing, receiving the following: 

“Cancer? A process restrictive of organic life:—a monstrous proliferation of 

cells unwholesome and anarchical: a death-in-life of healthy tissues. 

“A thousand solutions have been proposed without success. Anarchy reigns in 

despotic manner and murders the order established by Nature. 

“Nevertheless immortal Nature surmounts all blows aimed against her creative 

powers of organization and the scourge has not mingled anarchy with order save 

to obviate the worst. The worst would be to ignore the effect whilst having 
full knowledge of the cause; the best is to believe that there is a limit to it all. 

The whole mistake lies there, for belief has its realizations, and the end is not 

yet in sight. 

“To die when certain processes of mummification show their advance to be in- 

evitable is both fallacious and logical. The mummifying is moreover a natural 

thing, for it is a malady-effect following laws determined by an error-cause, and 
its course, however alarming, is still logical. 

“The simplest normal manifestation of cell-life is guided to a beneficent end by 

the Nature-Spirit. But are natural laws inflexible? Not so, but the better they 

are observed, the more harmoniously will the life develop. 

“To come down to facts. This Cancer, of which Intelligence seeks the cause 

and the remedy, is but one of the consequences of disharmony in living. Mental 

discord as well as physical will bring about anarchy in the cells. This liberation 
of undisciplined forces, hence destructive, reveals a biological disturbance of 
rhythm induced by a pessimistic habit of mind. 

“Life, itself a manifestation of vital faith, strives to hold itself secure in that 

faith, as the optimistic moving force of a constructive rhythm. But as soon as 

this force begins to flag, there is an inevitable repercussion which affects the mo- 
tion of the cells in a negative way. 

“In view of the fact that the Faith-Energy controls the rhythms, they can also 

be affected to the point of non-coherence and anarchy. When anarchy pervades 

a State, it is doomed. Observe the analogy. And in the realm of Nature’s laws, 

if these be not respected, but on the contrary, broken, there result biological 

shocks to the nutritive system, actual lesions of the cell-life constantly occurring, 
and these end by grouping themselves, or inducing by their repercussion on the 
nervous system a negative mental state which has lost its rhythm. 

“What then is the remedy? To forestall the mischief is the sole possibility. 

What is the use of an appeal to the government when revolution has declared 

itself? It would be a fatal demonstration. To deserve life is worthy of an 

effort, and to labour in this sense is to recognize the harmonic or rhythmic law 
and to raise oneself into the way of Truth.” 

“M. C1... the author of this very interesting message , 
(writes the Editor) “admits that it would have been impossible for 
him to compose such a text consciously, even had he taken the time to think 
it out. Thus it seems to be a question of supernormal intelligence.” 
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II. (This case is a communication founded on the general topic of 
‘Health’. ) 

“Health . . . Thousands of beings under heaven are born, die, and rule the 

status of their posterity without awareness of any psychical laws. This might 

well imply that organic life has but to make for itself a spirituai symbol. Those 
martyrs of science who explore the mysteries of human life have no faith that 
they can seize control of a law by which all life is inspired, but prefer to fol- 
low on the beaten tracks rather than to hope for the power to influence the 
march of subtle forces with the ultimate intent of controlling them. There is 
no greater misconception. The strange destinies of certain races are sublime, and 
their ending is a moral fulfilment. What a crime of high treason to say that 

Life is but the way to Death! On this globe everything suffers transmutation, 

nothing dies, and our lives, whether long or short, contain in a greater or less 

degree their own intent. ‘Via Naturae!’—that is the principle. Seek to recognize 
the Way of Nature in the midst of the thousand follies committed by science 
and the spiritualistic dogmas.” 

“As far as one can see’ remarks the Editor “these two messages recently 
received at an interval of a few days only, and by the same person, under 
like ce litions, have a very different basic idea. The first is strictly scientific 
in its t wing, and in harmony with the latest conclusions of science in its 
definition of the cause of cancer, whilst the second is of a philosophic ordet 
and fundamentally materialistic. They are reproduced here not so much for 
the significance of their contents as to give examples of good automatic writ- 
ing obtained by a person who is neither a scientist nor a philosopher. Their 
contents tend to suggest the influence of different entities and that in the 
spiritual milieu, each one still holds the ideas he held in life. 

At times Cl . . . receives—always in automatic writing,—interesting in- 
tuitions of which the following is offered as an example: 

“Where the Spirit is, there words only bring confusion. The Spirit manifest 

itself when it can and thus acquires ascendancy.” 

“All that is permitted by the Divine Laws, the spirits know.” 

“But who will believe them? The spiritualists, and the sincere half-believers: the 

rest make a pretence. Who will understand them? No one, not even you who 

often scoff. 

“Almost always the Spirits are feared, when those who call upon them should 

aid them. In spite of their goodwill, selfish thoughts dismiss them far from 

humans. Is it so terrible a thing to love? Merciful God, let us try afresh to 


loose these limitations! 
Help Us! 
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A HOROSCOPE PREDICTION 


Note by Editor. In reference to the Case submitted by Dr. Cecil E. Reynolds, (see p. 
419 of our November issue, we have received the following letter, which presents the 


astrologer’s point of view. We publish this as a matter of fairness, and at the request 
of the contributor. 


November 28, 1932. 
To the Editor 
Dear Sir: 


My attention has been called to an article in your current issue 


, ‘Case of a Horo- 
scope Prediction.” 


After reading very carefully the whole case I find no intimation 
in the extracts from the affidavits, published in your paper, that the judgment was 


in any way assisted by clairvoyance, therefore I am at loss to know why you, or any 


other writer on your staff, should state, ‘In the following record we have a remarkable 


instance of a premonition of death read with considerable detail by the aid of astrolog- 
ical symbol”. I would have taken this sentence to mean read astrologically by as- 
trologicai symbol, if this sentence had not been preceded by, ‘Given a natural power 
of clairvoyance, a familiar system of interpretation by symbol is always helpful’. 


This attempt to attribute a clear and excellent astrological judgment to clairvoyance, 
causes me to write you this letter of protest. My husband, Mr. L. C. Amos is a 
member of your society, and I am a practicing astrologist and have been for 25 years, 
therefore I feel I am qualified to speak on the subject and justified in feeling in- 
dignant, that this instance should have been published in such a way, that in many 
person’s minds, will lodge the idea, that an astrologer in order to be exact and detailed 
in judgment must be clairvoyant. If in any of the four affidavits submitted there is 
any testimony that clairvoyance took place, or if Mrs. Smith stated that she was 
helped in her judgment by this means, then, and only then, are you fair and right 
in citing astrology as an “‘aid’”’ to clairvoyance. 

“Our attitude towards modern astrology as a method of divination is sufficiently 
well known.” I am a person who doesn’t happen to know what that attitude is and 
I am afraid I don’t think very well of it if the first paragraph in the article under 
discussion is a sample. Astrology does not have to be explained by combining it with 
clairvoyance, though it is of course understandable that some astrologers might be, 
also, clairvoyant. 

Dr. Richard Garnett wrote an essay “The Soul and the Stars” which was pub- 
lished under the pen name A. G. Trent, by the University Magazine for March, 1880. 
In it he says. 

“It is the more necessary to insist on the strictly empirical character of astrology, 
inasmuch as it is generally regarded as an occult science. The astrologer is considered 
as a kind of wizard, and allowed the alternative of divination or imposture. . . . The 
fact, nevertheless, remains that astrology, with the single exception of astronomy, is, 
as regards the certainty of its data the most exact of all the exact sciences. The im- 
perfection of the geological record may mislead the geologist; an error in analysis 
may baflle the chemist; the astrologer takes his data from observations which the in- 
terests of astronomy and navigation require to be absolutely faultless. . . . The princi- 
ples of his art have come down to him in essentials from the most remote antiquity ; 
they have been published in a thousand books, and are open to the examination of all 
the world. His calculations are performed by no more cabalistical process than 
arithmetic. The influences he attributes to the heavenly bodies may be imaginary, but 
they are in no sense occult, unless occult means that which is not generally admitted. 
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It is the peculiar boast of his system, in its application to human things, to enthrone _ 
Law where law would be otherwise unrecognized, and to leave no opening for any- 
thing preternatural.” 

This is as true today, as it was fifty years ago, when this learned man wrote his 
essay, and showed how in every case of insanity, peculiarity of character, genius akin 
to madness, eccentricity etc., there were correlating planetary positions. The two 
mediums D. D. Home and Eglinton were included in his examples, so you see, we 
use astrology to find clairvoyance, instead of the other way around. On every hand 
I hear astrologers up holding the truth and honesty of Psychical Research and not 
confusing it with their own science, it would be well if your society had a similar 
attitude. 

EpirH W. KINKEaD. 


(Mrs. L. C. Amos) 
* 
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“PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCES OF A MUSICIAN” 
IN SEARCH OF TRUTH 
By FLORIZEL VON REUTER. 
(Simpkin Marshall) 


Among the flood of books published year by year, many of them on psychical 
research or kindred themes, the best books are liable to be swamped. This is one 
of the best on psychical experience. The 320 pages are packed with interest and the 
narrative is told with much skill; the reader is surprised, not that a musical genius 
should also have mediumistic faculties, or that he should be attracted to the subject 
of intercourse between the two worlds, but that he should combine the qualities of 
an accomplished artist with that of a critical psychical researcher, and that he should 
be able to present his case with and acute sense of the value of evidence and of 
what constitutes evidence. In this respect the book would be not unworthy of a K. C. 

His first introduction to experimental mediumship was in California with a 
direct voice medium. The incident is vividly described, its chief interest being in the 
announcement made that Paganini was in close association with him. Before his birth 
his mother had earnestly desired that her son might have this influence in his life; 
and the desire seems to have brought about this result. It is impossible in a review 
to indicate the reasons which led to Florizel von Reuter’s ultimate conviction that 
this was a fact, but the details supplied throughout the volume enable the reader to 
estimate for himself the value of this and other experiences. 

In course of time his mother became the medium through whom the com- 
munications were received. She used to sit blindfolded by a pad of cotton wool, 
with an instrument called the Additor; laying her hand on it letters were pointed 
out (somewhat as with a Ouija board). These were spelt out in reversed order so 
that the sentences had to be read backwards, her son took them down and only after- 
wards discovered their sense. 

Messages came in fifteen different languages, some only imperfectly known to 
either mother or son, and several, Hungarian and Russian, quite unknown to either 
of them. 

At the close of the first part, labelled Book 1., von Reuter briefly sums up the 
results from an evidential standpoint. Among other remarkable evidential points he 
states that on one occasion the whereabouts of a person who indicated from whom 
they had had no news for fourteen years—and this was afterwards found to be 
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correct. On another occasion a lady—a stranger—who was present received a message 
through the additor and an answer to a mental question. The “Guide” wrote “Ella 
is here” in inverted German, whereupon the lady exclaimed “That is my friend!” and 
added that she was asking a question mentally, that if her friend were really present 
she would be able to read her thoughts. When the inverted sentence which followed 
had been deciphered the lady testified that the mental question had been accurately 
answered. This is only one among many striking incidents. 

The second division of the book relates the development of Florizel von Reuter’s 
own mediumistic faculty. ; 

On pp. 277-278 a remarkable prediction of death was made with a statement that 
the man to whom it referred was wanted on the other side. He was healthy and in 
the prime of life. He received the prediction without agitation and two and a half 
months later it was fulfilled by his sudden death. 

The work concludes with an expression of assurance that they had not been 
victims of their own “fantastic imaginations, but that those spirit friends who have 
grown so dear and life-like to us are real personages sent to us by the Divine Power 
to strengthen and to bring us peace joy and contentment.” 

As a sample of the quality of the messages he sometimes received, the following, 
which claimed to come from Joachim may be quoted here: 

“Never be pessimistic. A day when one does not laugh is a lost day, a day when 
one loses faith is a lost day. Keep these words alive in your heart. And remember 
also that Art is neither material nor worldly. In vain the highest art-principles if 
the artist be too dependent upon materialism. Greater than all material pleasure is 
love of the service of God. Nothing good ever comes of lamentation. Faith brings 
its own reward.” (pp. 166. 167). 

The tone and quality throughout the work is in harmony with these aspirations; 
but emotion is never allowed to hinder critical examination of the evidence or con- 
sidered judgment on the facts. The combined affect of the artist’s special quality 
of intuition, with absolute and almost scientific devotion to truth makes the work 
very impressive. 


H. A. DALLAs. 
ke ek 


WORKS BY MISS L. M. BAZETT 


(Out of print) 

(Foreword by Sir Oliver Lodge) . 

“Telepathy and Spirit Communication” 2/6 -...........-------:---s-ceecceeeseeeeneeeeeenees Rider & Co. 
(Foreword by Sir Frank Benson) 


These little books by L. M. Bazett deserve more than ordinary attention from 
students. The authoress has the somewhat rare qualifications of being a remarkable 
medium who is at the same time capable of viewing her experiences in a “dry light’ 
and estimating their evidential value. She is also a cultivated woman who devoted 
years to teaching, and who only gave up this work because her psychic gifts seemed 
to have a more urgent claim. She consulted Sir William Barrett on that point and 
he advised her to devote her time and energy in this direction. Her first book is 
out of print; as her experiences have accumulated she has, with the co-operation of a 
valuable friend, made a careful selection from them and these are embodied in the 
above mentioned volumes. Miss Bazett’s comments and analysis of her own faculties 
is not the least important part of these books. 


H. A. D. 
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THE TEACHING OF PLATONIUS 


Received by Harriet H. Dallas: with an Introduction by Frederick Bligh Bond* 


We seem now to have entered weli upon a literary era in which the power of 
the subliminal faculties to act as a channel tor the reception of inspirational teachings 
is willingly achnowledged. There is almost a plethora of such productions, and tt 
becomes the task of the reviewer to single out from the mass those which, from 
their intrinsic quality, seem to bespeak an origin beyond the probable capacity of the 
living ‘author’ who acts as sponsor tor their production. 

A large proportion of such works we may set aside at once as the nebulous 
expressions ot a subliminal consciousness not clearly to be distinguished from that 
of the living agents who have participated in the work of transmission, whether this 
be by automatism of the hand, by the use of the Ouija-board (as in the case under 
review, or by some clairaudient mode of reception ot the verbal expression of the 
thought. ‘lhe prevalence, among such documents, of a philosophic or religious scheme 
of subject-matter is always to be noted, and there is an abundance of mild homilies or 
spiritual treatises of this order now appearing which reflect a vague universalism or 
some cosmic aspect of truth in vague and grandiose generalizations, having but little 
power to influence the practical mind. 

The “Teaching of Platonius’ is not, however, of this order and it gives us 
pleasure to be able to commend this small volume of 96 pages as one replete 
with practical common-sense and likely to offer to the reader many valuable hints 
and helps in the conduct of life and the betterment of the individual estate of soul 
and body. Moreover, the ‘Teachings’ are interesting and curiously suggestive of 
unfamiliar aspects of the science of living. They are pleasing to the reader from the 
excellent literary form in which they are presented, and can hardly fail to be stimulat- 
ing to the mind and exhilarating to the imagination. 

The inspiring intelligence, who calls himself Platonius, and claims to have 
been, in his own day on earth, a pupil of Socrates, certainly succeeds in giving the 
reader a sense of personality of a fairly clear-cut nature. His teachings largely turn 
on the key-note of Balance in the control of the personal life, and point to Dis- 
crimination or spiritual power of judgment as one of the most priceless possessions of 
the soul. Methods for the attainment of a harmony and a rhythmic expression of 
one’s being,—the physical and the psychical powers here being coupled in indis- 
soluble partnership—are carefully laid down and in simple language which all could 
comprehend. There are passages on mediumship and the reception of spiritual im- 
pulse which are of distinct value. The constitution of the mind is analysed on a 
sevenfbld basis; and the dual functions of Reason and Intuition are clearly defined 
in their mutual relation. At the end of the book there is a chapter devoted to 
Questions and Answers which contains interesting material. 

* 

“SOMETHING BryYonp’’. A Life Story by A. F. Webling. (Cambridge University 
Press. 10/6. Published 1931.) 

The title of this book is aptly chosen; unlike many book titles it denotes the 
trend of the contents. With absolute candour the author has traced the path of his 
mental and spiritual pilgrimage, through various phases of experience, and of belief 
and doubt, until he reached the position he now holds. What that position is can 
be best indicated in his own words, “It was at this period of masterful negation 
and collapse of almost all my religious convictions that I began to take an interest 
in Psychical Science. . . . It was my good fortune to possess a mind not bolted and 
barred against the assaults of good evidence, even if it witnessed to a range ot 
facts startling in their novelty. . . . I desire to bear witness to the fact that through 
the gateway of this infant science I have entered a new world in which dreams have 
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come true... .. If I ask myself in what way this knowledge has affected my at- 


titude towards the Christian religion, I find that it has given back to me much which 
I had lost, but in a form which is consistent with, and not opposed to the world of 
facts to which modern scientific discovery has given us access” (pp. 269, 270, 273). 

This quotation will suffice to show the reason why this book should be brought 
to the notice of readers of this Journal; but it only partially indicates the value 
of the work as a whole. From a literary point of view as well as for other reasons 
this human document is absorbingly interesting; and it is not surprising to learn 
that it has been placed among the fifty dest books published since the war. We hear 
that Signor Bozzano is reviewing it for one of the French psychic journals, it should 
circulate freely in other countries as it has done in England if it could find a 
translator equipped to render the fluent English in other tongues. 


H. A. DALLAs. 
* ee 


“A LaMP TO THE Fret” by Fred H. Haines 6/—net. Pure Thought Press. 
Walford, Herts. 

The writer of this volume of trance addresses is the author of the book, ‘Nothing 
but the Truth”. The book is introduced by a foreword from the late Rev. John 
Lamond, D.D. A few words from this foreword will suffice to indicate the character 
of these writings, which, he says “answer the oft repeated assertion that nothing 
but drivel comes to us from the other world... . . the writer gets behind all forms 
and ceremonies and every statement of theological belief to the essence of the 
Christ teaching. ... . the final views of Man's Destiny are set forth in language 
that transcends ordinary writing’. 

Mr. Haines does not claim to be the author, only the amanuensis through whom 
the teaching comes. He asserts that whilst writing he is “very conscious of presences, 
I see nothing, but I feel an external and interior activity which holds me captive 
to this purpose’. 

Of his personal sincerity in making this avowal there can be no doubt; but the 
book does not aim to supply evidence in support of this contention. Its object is 
to teach, not to prove, and those who find enlightenment in its pages will not care 
to question its source. 

It is not the sort of book which is suitable for more than a brief notice in 
Psychical Research. That it should be introduced by a Doctor of Divinity,-a Minister 
of the Church of Scotland, is one of the many tokens that the attention of the 
Churches is now being directed upon Psychic experiences. 

“Angels and Others” by the Rev. J. H. Stowell, D.D., M.A. (published by 
Stockwell 3/6 net) is yet another indication of the same fact. This is a small volume 
consisting partly of argument but also recording some experiences which convinced 
the author that he was in communication with his deceased father. These ex- 


periences included visions interlinked with messages received through a writing 
medium. 


H. A. DALLAs. 
* Macoy Publishing Company, New York. Price $1.50. 
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